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130 colour and 6 b & w illustrations

47,500 words, including Acknowledgements, overview essay by Terrie Sultan,
essay on historical context by David Pagel, essay on related themes in film by
Colin Gardner, notes and captions, Nick Flynn's June 2007 story a crystal formed
entirely of holes, Entries on the Artists, Selected Exhibitions and Publications,
Notes on the Contributors, Index, and Photography Credits

Students of art, photography, film, contemporary art and popular culture; art-
ists and museum and art professionals; all those with an interest in modern and
contemporary art and popular culture and art history

Publication accompanies a major exhibition at Blaffer Gallery, the Art Museum
of the University of Houston opening in September 2008, and travelling to
Grey Art Gallery, New York University, in 2009

Features works by internationally acclaimed artists including Richard
Billingham (England), Berlinde de Bruykere (Belgium), Edward Burtynsky
(Canada), Sophie Calle (France), Petah Coyne (United States), Angelo Filomeno
(Italy), Jesper Just (Denmark),Mary McCleary (United States), Florian Maier-
Aichen (Germany/United States), Wangechi Mutu (Kenya/United States), Julia
Oschatz (Germany), Anneé Olofsson (Sweden), David Schnell (Germany), and
Ryan Taber/Cheyenne Weaver (United States)

Includes a new work of fiction by Nick Flynn, author of Another Bullshit Night in
Suck City (2004)
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Damaged Romanticism features 15 internationally recognized contemporary
artists whose work, in painting, sculpture, installations, and photography
based media, is thematically linked by their visual representations of how stub-
born optimism, rather than utopianism, triumphs in the face of daily adver-
sity. Belonging neither to a style nor a traditional “school”, featured works all
embody an outlook frequently forged in heartbreaking disappointment, but
never resigned to the social conditions that precipitated the initial pain or
failure. Damaged Romanticism explores contemporary art that stresses emo-
tions without relying on the finality of classic Romanticism; the fantasies of
classic Romanticism are mitigated by the clarity of pragmatic realism.

In her opening essay Damaged Romanticism: a Mirror of Modern Emotion, Terrie
Sultan offers an overview of the concept behind the exhibition and explains
how the chosen works capture the complexity of contemporary reality by giv-
ing form to ambivalent, even contradictory sentiments of rebellion, disillusion-
ment, and defiance. David Pagel, in Romanticism’'s Aftermath, considers the role
of Romanticism and Neoclassicism in the late eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies and how "damaged romanticism” is a reinterpretation of this. The links
between art and film are further explored by Colin Gardner in the third essay
From her(e) to eternity .

Preceding the main catalogue is a short story by Nick Flynn, a crystal formed
entirely of holes, a new work of fiction written especially for this exhibition.

The volume features works by an international roster of artists, includ-

ing Richard Billingham (England), Berlinde de Bruykere (Belgium), Edward
Burtynsky (Canada), Sophie Calle (France), Petah Coyne (United States), Angelo
Filomeno (Italy), Jesper Just (Denmark),Mary McCleary (United States), Florian
Maier-Aichen (Germany/United States), Wangechi Mutu (Kenya/United States),
Julia Oschatz (Germany), Anneeé Olofsson (Sweden), David Schnell (Germany),
and Ryan Taber/Cheyenne Weaver (United States). Each artist has an individual
catalogue entry written by the contributors, examining their work and placing
itin the context of the exhibition, and including full biographical and biblio-
graphical sections.

Terrie Sultan, Director and Chief Curator of Blaffer Gallery; David Pagel,
Assistant Professor of art theory and history at Claremont Graduate University,
Los Angeles, CA and Adjunct Curator, Blaffer Gallery; Colin Gardner, Associate
Professor in critical theory and interdisciplinary media at the University of
California, Santa Barbara; Nick Flynn, Assistant Professor in the Creative
Writing Program at the University of Houston and author of Another Bullshit
Night in Suck City; Claudia Schmuckli, Adjunct Curator, Blaffer Gallery
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