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TITLE: THE PUBLIC VAULTS UNLOCKED
Discovering American History in the National Archives 

AUTHORS: Thora Colot, Marvin Pinkert, Christina Rudy Smith, Bruce I. Bustard, Stephanie Moore, and
William Sandoval, with a Foreword by Allen Weinstein, Ninth Archivist of the United States

IMPRINT: GILES in association with the Foundation for the National Archives, Washington, D.C.

LIST PRICE: US$40.00 / UK£22.50

PUBLICATION: Available

ISBN: 1 904832 17 2 (10 digit); 978 1 904832 17 1 (13 digit)

SPECIFICATION: 250 x 210mm (8
1
/4” x 10”), 176 pages, printed in 4 colours, hardback

ILLUSTRATIONS: Up to 237 colour illustrations

TEXT: Up to 35,000 words, including Foreword, Preface, Introduction, and six chapters based 
on thematic grouping of records into six “vaults,” with extended entries and captions,
and Index

MARKET: Historians and students of American social political and economic history from the 
eighteenth century to the present day; high school students, parents and teachers 
looking to introduce younger children to American history, nationhood and civic 
responsibility; research, public and school libraries; all those interested in family history 
and genealogy; local historical associations and community history societies; anyone 
interested in American history and nationhood

SALES POINTS: • Heavily illustrated with over 230 rare archival photographs, documents and transcripts,
including President Nixon’s resignation letter and pages from the Watergate Building 
burglar’s address book, JFK’s own Cuban Missile Crisis meeting notes, the Zapruda Camera,
Bob Hope’s immigration record, Albert Einstein’s Declaration of Intention seeking US 
citizenship following his escape from Nazi Germany, early spy satellite images of the 
Kremlin, a telegram from Abraham Lincoln to General Grant instructing no let up in the 
Union campaign, D-Day newsreel footage, and major episodes in the US civil rights movement

• Publication celebrates the installation of a brand new exhibition at the newly renovated
National Archives building in Washington, D.C.

• A wonderful pictorial record of great moments of American history captured in different
times and places
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CONTENTS: This book introduces the public to the incredible wealth of American political, social and
economic history that is held in the records under the stewardship of the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) of the United States of America.

Published to celebrate a permanent exhibition at the National Archives Building in
Washington, D.C., The Public Vaults Unlocked provides an accessible and highly visual “way
in” to American history and society. Looking behind the scenes, readers will discover, in
personal and meaningful ways, real and unexpected moments from American history,
from the signing of the Declaration of Independence to Presidential web sites. The
images and text have been selected and arranged to stimulate new connections with
records of major events from America’s past, by placing people “inside” these events. The
book allows us to feel what it would have been like to be an immigrant coming to the US
in the 1900s, or to have been Senator Russell being pressured by LBJ to serve on the
Warren Commission into President Kennedy’s assassination, or to have been a GI on D-Day
at the moment you launched yourself off the landing vessel and onto a Normandy beach.

The Public Vaults Unlocked stimulates new ways of thinking about America’s past and
the people – both in public and in private life – who have shaped the country’s history
and society.

AUTHORS: Marvin Pinkert, Director of Museum Programs, joined the National Archives in 2000 to 
lead the project to create the new National Archives Experience. He spent eleven years 
at the Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago serving as the Vice President for 
Programs. He has also worked in Washington and Chicago as a consultant on the 
development of new museums.

Christina Rudy Smith, Head of Exhibits, Museum Programs, has worked for the National
Archives since 1974, joining the exhibits staff as a curator in 1976 and becoming head in
1983. She has served as curator for four major exhibits, including The American Image,
the first major exhibition of National Archives photography, and The Birth of Democracy,
the first international exhibit presented by National Archives.

Bruce I. Bustard, on the Museum Programs staff of NARA, was the curator of Picturing
the Century: One Hundred Years of Photographs from the National Archives.

William Sandoval, is Curator on the Museum Programs staff of NARA

Stephanie Moore, is Research Assistant on the Museum Programs staff of NARA

Thora Colot, is Executive Director of the Foundation for the National Archives
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TABLE OF Foreword 
CONTENTS: Allen Weinstein, Ninth Archivist of the United States

Preface and Acknowledgments

Introduction 

I. Record of America: A Journey through Time and Technology

II. We the People: Records of Families and Citizenship

III. Form a More Perfect Union: Records of Laws and Justice

IV. Provide for the Common Defense: Records of the Military and Diplomacy

V. Promote the General Welfare: Records of Firsts and Frontiers

VI. To Ourselves and Our Posterity: Access and Preservation

 


